
 

 



 

 

CAMP INFORMATION 

WELCOME TO CAMP!  
Let us take this opportunity to thank you for trusting The Hartley Drive Family YMCA for your       
summer camp needs. We could not be more excited for this summer and have many creative ideas to 
make this the BEST SUMMER EVER. Our summer camp program focuses on creating new friendships, 
developing character and creating life long, fun- filled memories. We emphasize character               
development; teaching the values of caring, honesty, respect, responsibility and faith.  
 
Please carefully read through this parent handbook. There is a tremendous amount of  
information and it is important that you review everything thoroughly. This parent handbook will  
inform you of all camp policies, procedures and special events. It will also inform you of important 
camp information that you and your camper should know and understand.  
 
This handbook will provide information about the following summer camp options that we offer. 
 
¶ Camp Pioneer is for rising Kindergarten through 7th Grade. A typical day at Camp Pioneer        

includes activities like  swimming, archery, basketball, arts and crafts, riflery  and much more!  
¶ The Explorer Program is designed for rising 8th graders to experience Camp PioneerΩs activities 

and regular field trips along with an adventure aspect of exclusive off-site field trips just for the 
Explorers. 

¶ Our Counselor in Training (C.I.T.) Program is designed to allow teenagers (rising 9th and 10th   
Graders) opportunities to develop leadership skills and acquire the knowledge that will help    
prepare them to become an effective counselor. C.I.T.s will work directly with the younger groups 
in Camp Pioneer. All C.I.Ts must complete the application and interview process. 

 

YMCA camps believe in having fun and helping campers gain a sense of accomplishment and  
self-worth by learning new skills. Helping campers recognize their own abilities allows them to step 
out of their comfort zones and reach far beyond what they ever dreamed possible. A YMCA summer 
camp experience will create memories that will last a lifetime! 

 

CAMP HOURS OF OPERATION:  7:30 A.M. -  6:00 P.M. 
Rides In Drop Off: Campers must arrive at camp between the hours of 7:30 a.m. ς 8:30 a.m. 
Rides Out Pickup: Campers should be picked up between 5:00 p.m. -  6:00 p.m.  
All campers must be picked up by 6:00 p.m. each day. (See late pick up policy.) 

 

Rides in-   
Rides in is from 7:30 a.m. -  8:30 a.m. If you arrive after 8:30 am, you must park your car in 
the front parking lot  of the Y and check in with the Member Services Desk in the               
Front Lobby.  
  
Rides Outς  
All campers must be picked up from Camp Pioneer between 5:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. If you   
arrive before 4:20 p.m. you will need to park your car in the front parking lot and check out 
your camper with our Member Services desk. We do not release campers between 4:20 p.m. 
and 5:00 p.m. 
* Rides In and Rides Out will take place in the cul-de-sac located next to Camp Pioneer in the back of the Y. 
 



 

 

CANCELLATIONS AND 
REFUNDS: 

A program cancellation form must be turned into the 
Camp Director at least 12 days prior to the sessionΩs 
start date . This is required to stop a bank draft and/or 
grant a refund for the unused camp sessions.            
Deposits will not be refunded or  transferred to        
existing camp balances. Camp sessions will not be            
prorated. Program Cancellation Forms are available at 
the YMCA Member Services Desk.   
 
No refunds or adjustments are granted for non-
attendance, illness, vacation or the cancellation of 
camp due to inclement weather. The YMCA reserves 
the right to  apply any credit due to outstanding        
balances. Approved refunds are issued within 30 days 
of cancellation.  
 

RETURNED DRAFTS: 
If your draft is returned because of insufficient funds, 
the draft will be automatically re-submitted and a  
service charge will be added to your account. If you 
have more than two returned drafts during the       
summer, one of the following options may occur: 
1. You will be required to meet with YMCA            

Leadership Staff to discuss your payment          
options/plan. 

2. Your child will lose their spot in our  
       Summer Camp Program and will be required  
       to go through the previous step before they 
       can re-enroll. 

PAYMENT INFORMATION: 
All Summer Camp payments must be set up on a Bank or Credit Card Draft. This will eliminate the  

inconvenience of mailing in a check each month or  stopping by the YMCA to pay the balance. The  balance will be 

drafted on the due date. If you decide to not set up a bank or credit card draft, your total amount for camp must be 

paid in full by May 31st.  A $20.00  non-refundable, non-transferable deposit per child, per session is required 

when you register your child for Camp Pioneer. 

PAYING FOR CAMP  

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE: 

The YMCA is committed to providing confidential  
financial assistance to anyone interested in programs 
or membership. Financial assistance is based on need 
and available funds. Please let us know if you need 
help by  stopping by our Member Services Desk and     
providing a copy of your 1040 Tax Form. 



 

 

CAMP ACTIVITIES  
Daily Schedule:  
 

Please make sure your child has arrived by 8:30 AM  
 
Camp Pioneer Daily Schedule (7:30 AM-  6:00 PM) 

7:30 -  8:30       Rides in  

8:00 ς 9:00       Breakfast (provided) 

9:00 -  9:45         Open Assembly 

9:45 -  10:00       Character Development 

10:00 -  12:15       Scheduled Activities (Archery,  

                               Swimming, Arts & Crafts, Climbing 

       Wall, etc.) 

12:15 -  12:45        Lunch (provided) 

12:45 -  5:00        Scheduled Activities Continued  

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT 
Character development is an important aspect of our youth programs. Campers will explore 
and develop their personal character through learning the importance of the YΩs core values. 
Your child will learn about what it means to be caring, honest, respectful, responsible, and 
faithful. We will also explore emotion management, personal development, empathy for  
others and relationship building. These core values will be taught during our daily devotion 
time. 

SWIMMING 
Our Summer Camp Program will swim in our pool every day. If your camper does not want to 
swim that will have the option to play on our Splash Pad. All children will go through a swim 
test to determine their swimming level. After completing the swim test, participants will 
wear swim bands that will help lifeguards identify which area of the pool they are approved 
to swim in. A swim band is an elastic necklace that will be worn by each camper to              
distinguish his or her swimming ability. Swim tests are only given on Mondays. Safety comes 
first when it comes to water and the well being of each camper. Non-swimmers                     
(ie, swimmers who do not sufficiently pass the swim test) will be required to wear a life   
jacket. If a childΩs swimming ability improves, they will be re- tested and given a new swim 
band based on their new swimming skills. If your child refuses to take a swim test or knows 
they cannot swim, they can opt to just wear a life jacket.  
 
Campers will NOT swim on their specific field trip days! 
 
Swim Levels: 
¶ Lifejacket  
¶ Yellow = Cannot swim past 5ft 
¶ Green = No swim restriction 



 

 

CAMP ACTIVITIES WE OFFER 

Please see the list of activities below: 

¶ Arts & Crafts 

¶ Archery 

¶ орΩ Climbing Wall 

¶ Playground 

¶ BB Gun Range 

¶ Creek Exploration 

¶ Gaga Ball 

¶ Outdoor Basketball Court 

¶ Swimming in our Indoor Pool 

¶ Splash Pad 

¶ Field Games 

¶ Dance 

¶ Basic Sports 

¶ Indoor Basketball Court (utilized 

mostly when it rains). 

¶ Hatchet Throwing (5th Grade & up). 

¶ Sling Shots 

Campers in rising kindergarten -  4th grade must stay with their assigned group and 
transition through camp using their schedule. Campers in 5th grade -  8th grade are    
allowed to choose the activities they participate in. Campers will get the opportunity to 
choose their activities each Monday. Being able to choose activities is a privilege and 
that privilege could be taken away if behavior becomes an issue. The week of Color Wars 
is the only exception to this as Camp Pioneer competes all week as separate color teams 
and all teams must stay together.  
 
Note: Campers are never allowed to travel within camp or the YMCA unsupervised. Even 
with our older campers deciding their activities, they are always supervised during  
transitions.  

Campers in 5th grade and above are also able to earn άbadgesέ based on the mastery of 
certain activities. Each camper of age, will receive a YMCA lanyard with a άCamp Pioneer 
Master Cardέ hanging on it. Campers must άmasterέ each task within an activity and earn a         
Program LeadΩs initials. Once all of the tasks are initialed they will earn their signature. 
Once signed, they will earn a άmasterέ badge for that activity. άCamp Pioneer Master Cards 
may be brought back summer after summer to earn a badge. It is the camperΩs                     
responsibility to keep up with their card. If lost, the camper must start the process of   
earning initials over and work their way through the card. Please see the image above to 
view a sample άCamper Pioneer Master Card.έ  



 

 

AWARDS: 
CAMPER OF THE WEEK 
WhoΩs got Camp Spirit? The camper of the week 
sure does! Camper of the Week is awarded to 
one child per age group. Campers of the week 
award recipients are chosen based on their 
overall camp spirit, participation and ability to 
exhibit strong character through  
caring, honesty, respect, responsibility and 
faith.  
 

CAMPER OF THE SUMMER 
The camper of the summer is awarded to one 
camper per age group that exhibited the YMCA 
character values throughout the entire  
summer and has attended at least 6 sessions of 
camp. This award is presented during our   
Camp Pioneer Aloha Luau. Our Aloha Luau will 
be August 21, 2026 from 6:30 p.m. -  8:00 p.m. 

FOOD AT CAMP  
BREAKFAST & LUNCH 
We are proud to say that all of our campers 
receive breakfast and lunch. If you have a 
picky eater or a child with food allergies, you 
can pack them a lunch. Lunch boxes must be 
food that does not need to be refrigerated or  
heated.   

Dates we DO NOT serve meals: 
¶ Session 1 (June 15 -  June 19). 
¶ Session 3 (June 29 -  July 3)  
¶ Session 10 (Aug. 17 -  Aug. 21) 

WHAT TO BRING TO CAMP:  
 

¶ Backpack 
¶ Labeled Refillable Water Bottle  
¶ Labeled Daily Snack  
¶ Sunscreen (Please apply all sunscreen before 

arriving to camp daily). 
¶ Please pack spray on sunscreen for after swim 

time.  
¶ Extra Change of Clothes  
¶ Swimsuit  
¶ Towel  

WHAT NOT TO BRING:  
If any of these items  make  it to camp, they will be 
taken and given to the parent during Rides out. 

¶ Cell Phones 
¶ Ipods/MP3 players 
¶ Gaming Equipment 
¶ Handheld Gaming Devices 
¶ Toys or Cards 
¶ Flip flops, sandals or crocs (tennis shoes only 

for climbing wall).  
 
Do not bring anything you would not want lost!   

OPEN HOUSE: 
We will host our Open House June 12, 2025 
from 6:00 p.m. -  7:30 p.m. This is an              
opportunity to see the camp grounds, meet the 
staff, and ask questions. We will also present 
campers with a camper shirt (RSVP REQUIRED 
TO RECEIVE A T-SHIRT) and operate our pool 
for swim tests. If your child takes their swim 
test during the Open House, they will not have 
to take one during camp. This will provide 
them with more swim time. Please take         
advantage of this event and participate in our 
Open House! Check in for Open House will take 
place in the cul-de-sac behind the Y at the  
entrance of Camp Pioneer. We encourage you 
to park in our back parking lot and walk down 
the hill to camp. 
 

AWARDS, FOOD & OPEN HOUSE!  
KONA ICE 
We have partnered with Kona Ice to offer 
campers an opportunity to purchase icies 
to cool off! This special treat will be every 
WEDNESDAY! If you would like your child to 
participate, make sure you send them with 
some spending money. More information 
will be emailed closer to camp. 



 

 

SESSION THEMES: 
 
Session 1   Howdy There   Session 6  Color Wars 
Session 2  Sports Fanatics   Session 7  Happiest Place on Earth 
Session 3  Holiday Hoopla   Session 8  Mad Science 
Session 4  Y2K     Session 9  Toon Town Takeover 
Session 5  Campers in the Kitchen  Session 10  Aloha 

SESSION THEMES & FIELD TRIPS 

All field trips are included in camp tuition and are no extra charge. Field trips are on Thursdays.    
Except Group 1 -  4 will be traveling for their field trip on Tuesday during Session 10. Please review the 
following schedule to see when each group will be traveling and where they will be going.  

FIELD TRIPS: 

Date Groups Field Trip 

6/18 1 -  4 CiciΩs Pizza/ Palladium Movie Theater 

6/25 5 -  Explorers CiciΩs Pizza/ Palladium Movie Theater 

7/2 1 -  4  Bumper Jumpers 

7/9 5 -  Explorers RockinΩ Jump 

7/16 1 -  4 Safari Nation 

7/23 COLOR WARS WEEK  No Field Trip 

7/30 5 -  Explorers Lazer X 

8/6 1 -  4 Oak Hollow Lake/ Ice Cream 

8/13 5 -  Explorers Oak Hollow Lake/ Ice Cream 

8/18 1 -  4 Greensboro Science Center 

8/20 5 -  Explorers Greensboro Science Center 

DRESS UP DAYS: 

We will have our dress up days on WEDNESDAYS!  The dress up day theme will be included in the 
weekly parent email. Please encourage your child to participate in this fun camp tradition!  



 

 

EXCLUSIVE EXPLORER FIELD TRIPS 

All Explorer field trips are included in camp tuition and are no extra charge. Field trips for the         
Explorers are on Tuesdays. Please review the following schedule to see where they will be going.  

EXPLORER FIELD TRIP SCHEDULE: 

Date Field Trip 

6/16 Carowinds 

6/23 Urban Air 

6/30  Partee Shack (Go Carting) 

7/7 Celebration Station 

7/14 HPU Tour/Lunch 

7/21 Wet N Wild 

7/28 NC Zoo 

8/4 Carrigan Farms 

8/11 Top Golf 

8/19 (Wednesday) Rock Climbing at  
White Water Center 

How do I know what group my child is in? 

Groups are based on a 12:1 ratio and campers are separated by grade level and date of birth. Group 
assignments will be sent out each week in the weekly parent email. Parents will only receive the 
email if their child is signed up for that particular session. Being that groups are made based on    
enrollment, you will not get a concrete answer of which group your child will be in until the first    
session your child attends. However, below is a good example of how campers fall based on their 
grade level/age each year and a way you can plan accordingly.  
 
Group 1ς Rising Kindergarten/First Grade  Group 5ς Rising Fourth Grade/Fifth Grade 
Group 2ς Rising First Grade/Second Grade  Group 6ς Rising Fifth Grade/Sixth Grade 
Group 3ς Rising Second Grade/Third Grade  Group 7ς Rising Sixth Grade/Seventh Grade 
Group 4ς Rising Third Grade/Fourth Grade  Explorersς Rising Eighth Grade Only 
 



 

 

SPORTS CAMPS AT CAMP PIONEER 

Dates Focus Sport 

7/7/26-7/11/26 Basketball 

7/14/26-7/18/26 Volleyball 

7/28/26-8/1/26 Cheerleading 

8/4/26 -8/8/26  Soccer 

8/11/26-8/15/26 Flag Football 

SPORTS CAMP OVERVIEW 
Our goal is to provide a safe environment for youth athletes to learn and strengthen their 
skills in a specific sport. Sports Camps are for athletes from 5 years old to 14 years old. 
Athletes that sign up for Sports Camps at Camp Pioneer will spend the majority of their day 
consumed in that sport.  Athletes will participate in warm ups, drills, scrimmages, and  
conditioning. Participants in our Cheer Camp will even have a performance on 8/1/25 at 
6:00pm. This performance will be open for parents and families to see what their athlete 
learned during the week. 

PAYING FOR SPORTS CAMP  

SPORTS CAMP ACTIVITY SCHEDULE: 

7:30-8:00ς Rides- in at Camp Pioneer 
8:00 -9:00ς Breakfast with Camp Pioneer 
9:00 -9:45ς Camp Pioneer Assembly 
9:45-10:00ς Daily Devotion 
10:00-12:00ς Focus Sport Activities 
 

12:00-1:00ς Swim 
1:00-2:00ς Lunch 
2:00 -5:00ς Focus Sport Activities 
5:00 -6:00 -  Rides-out at Camp Pioneer 



 

 



 

 

LATE DROP OFF/EARLY PICK UP  

Please arrive to camp by 8:30 a.m. and do not pick up 
before 5:00 p.m. Camp Pioneer dedicates drop off 
and pick up staff during those designated times. Late 
drop off and early pick up will require parents/
guardians to be  patient. Between the hours of  8:30 
a.m. -  5:00 p.m., camp staff will be engaged in other 
camp operations and obligations.  

LATE PICK UP POLICY  
Camp Pioneer ends each day at 6:00pm. 
 
The YMCA allows a 5-minute grace period before  
late fees begin to accrue.   
 
The late fees are:  
6:06-6:15 $15.00 per family 
6:15-6:30 $30.00 per family 
6:30-6:45 $45.00 per family 
6:45-7:00 $60.00 per family 

 

If we cannot get ahold of a parent or guardian by 
6:30p.m. we will call the police for further assistance. 
If your child is not picked up by 7:00p.m, the fees will 
increase to $20.00 every 15 minutes. Please note 
that After School  may be discontinued if lateness 
becomes excessive, and the 5 minute grace period 
can be discontinued if it becomes your regular       
pick-up time.  

DROP OFF & PICK UP PROCEDURES  

CUSTODY CONCERNS  
It is the YMCAΩs intent to meet the needs of children, especially when the parents may be  
experiencing difficult situations such as a divorce, separation, or remarriage. However, the 
YMCA cannot legally restrict the non-custodial parent from visiting the child, reviewing the 
childΩs records, or picking the child up with proper pick up identification card unless the YMCA 
has been furnished with current legal documents. Copies of these court documents must be kept 
in the childΩs file.  

Rides In/ Rides Out 
Rides In is a system offered for the convenience of 

the parent when dropping their children off in the 

mornings before camp. Campers may be dropped off 

from 7:30 -  8:30 a.m. in the cul-de-sac next to 

Camp Pioneer. A counselor will be there to assist 

you. Each camper will be checked in and escorted to 

their designated area.  

 

Rides Out works in the same manner. During the 

times of 5:00 -  6:00 p.m. If you wish to pick your 

child up prior to 5:00 p.m.,  you will need to park in 

the front parking lot and go to the Front Lobby 

Member Services Desk in the YMCA.  

 

Safety Identification Cards are used to assure that 

whoever is picking up your child is authorized to do 

so.  Keep in mind that each person allowed to pick 

your child up will need to have a card. These cards 

may be displayed on your front dashboard if you are  

picking up in the line, or if you are walking in to pick 

up your child, you must show the safety                 

identification card to staff. Your child will be called 

and escorted up by a member of our Camp Staff. 

You may receive your Pick Up Cards from the 

Front Desk. Extra pick up cards are available upon 

request.  

 

If for any reason you forget your pick up card or 

someone other than yourself is picking up your 

child, they may state the άpick up codeέ or άsecurity 

codeέ and we will allow them to have your child. 

This code was created  BY YOU upon                   

registration.  

Release Procedures 
If a person other than the parent or is picking up your child, you are required to notify the  Director 
by written note or email by 3:00p.m. the same day. Please inform the person picking up your child 
that we will request the safety identification card or the pick up code before releasing your child. 


